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Introduction

Hillside Village is a theoretical dwelling model for young professionals seeking to live in established, thriving metropol-
itan regions that would otherwise be unaffordable. This dense co-living development is predicated on current modern 
living trends and enabled by the sharing economy and social media. Hillside Village consists primarily of basic shared 
amenities and sleeping quarters, but careful consideration has been given to elevating these domestic staples through 
strategic integration of building systems, creating opportunities to enhance social and cultural experience of residents.
Building Design

Resident Experience

• 100 full-time residents can be accommodated
• 14 visiting guests can be accommodated on L04
• Designed for daylight
• Barrier-free building / fully-accessible
• Varied sleeping quarter arrangements. Private rooms can be booked in advance with a mobile app for use when 

family visits or some one is ill
• Large communal kitchen and dining area. Single use plastics are not permitted as per the terms of the co-living 

agreement
• L01 Community rooms can be reserved through the mobile app
• Individual sleeping quarters are situated at the building perimeter for daylight
• Kitchen consists of large storage pantry with walk-in refrigerator/freezer

Urban Considerations

• Considerate integration with the urban fabric, respecting the typologies and character of existing buildings. Part 
of this strategy includes retaining the existing warehouse facades and developing a complimentary architectural 
language

• Hillside Village respects  the scale of the neighbourhood

Operational Considerations

• Space allocated for 2 retail tenants on L00 at the north and souths ends of the building. Possible revenue stream to   
offset building operation costs

• Storage / Project space of L00 can be utilized as a rentable venue to offset building operation costs
• Waste is minimized through prohibiting single-use plastics
•  L04 consists of 4 private / semi-private bedrooms which can be utilized as short-term rental accommodations and 

an additional revenue source

Building Design

• The almost perfect North-South orientation of the site aligns with Passive Haus design principles. As such, this building is designed to Passive Haus standards, with almost all glazed surfaces directed south, or 
following the sun’s path. Overhangs are placed to restrict overheating during cooling months but will permit sunlight to enter during heating months. Highly-insulated, airtight building envelope minimize the 
need for large, expensive heating and cooling systems

• Daylighting is optimized by stepping the successive building storeys and creating terraces with green space for residents
• Roof drains on the terraces are connected to a cistern for rainwater harvesting and grey-water use in the building
• Kitchen is situated directly adjacent to the L01 Garden Terrace equipped with composting units
• Operable windows at opposing ends of the building ensure natural cross-ventilation
• Building super-structure consists of FSC certified engineered timber bearing on new concrete foundations

Sustainability / Resilience

• The building is elevated 5m (15’) as a resilience strategy to mitigate the risk of flood
• High-performance building envelope t reduce heating / cooling demand
• Photovoltaic panels are integrated with the terrace guard system and
• Electric vehicle car-sharing located in the L00 storage garage (vehicle charging infrastructure is independent of building electrical systems)
• 100% green roof helps mitigate the heat-island effect 
• Triple-glazed, Low-E window systems used
• Organic food waste is easily transferred to the composting units in the L01 garden, which in turn provides fresh produce for the residence


