
Greenwich Village was once known around the world as 
an epicenter of creativity and culture. Home to actors, artists, 
writers, and activists, Greenwich Village became the center 
of American Bohemianism. However, over the past 30 years, 
median household income in the area has nearly doubled, 
pricing out the residents that made Greenwich Village the 
cultural center it had become known for. What was once a 
dense hotbed of art, music, and other creative culture gave 
way to gentrification, reducing population density and 
increasing rent.  

SEED is a co-living community that strives to 
reintroduce economic, cultural, and intellectual 
diversity into the neighborhood by providing 
affordable housing units as well as spaces for 
creative expression. Composed of different unit 
types that provide an array of levels of privacy 
and affordability, the SEED pods range from eight-
person bunk rooms to studio apartments. The 
pod layouts are optimized to increase density and 
encourage community. Throughout the building, 
varying sizes of common areas break the larger 
community into smaller more intimate groups, 
allowing people with a range of backgrounds and 
personalities to collaborate, learn, and exchange 
ideas.

This is the first of many  . Additional communities 
can be planted within neighboring blocks of New 
York City, reinventing the bohemian way of life. 

FSC CERTIFIED SUPERSTRUCTURE
Low-carbon and carbon sequestering mass 
timber structure sourced from ecologically 
managed forests. 

MATERIAL HEALTH
Project materials are chosen for their impact on 
human and environmental health. They are free 

of toxins as well as sustainably sourced.

STORM SURGE RESILIENCE
In response to rising sea levels and increase 
storm surge, the first regularly occupied 

floor is 15’ above grade.

PASSIVE SURVIVABILITY
Designed safe zones provide spaces with 
passively moderated heating and cooling 

during emergency situations.   

COMMUNITY HUB
The open first floor flexes to serve residents and 
the outside community with whatever is needed: 
art gallery, event space, or emergency shelter.

ELECTRIC VEHICLE CAR SHARE
Priority street parking is reserved for electric vehicles with 
charging provided for free by the building’s roof-top solar 
array.

HARVEST KITCHEN + MARKET
The community kitchen and adjacent market provide 
ways for residents to eat healthy, learn new skills, 
connect to the outside community, and earn money.

ON-SITE ENERGY GENERATION
5,600sf roof-top solar array combined 
with 80% fossil fuel reduction reduces 
overall building energy demands.

VIEW GLAZING
The building volume pushes the 
boundary of its site in order to provide 
better views and daylighting.

CAPTURED RAIN WATER IRRIGATION
Captured rainwater and on-site v treatment 
combined with a 40% reduction in potable water 
use.

ACTIVE SURVIVABILITY
On-site battery storage is used for not 
just for emergency power but provides 
stability to grid through load-shedding.
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