
Convivo Latin: “living together”

Thesis
If the past year has taught us anything, it’s that humans are not solitary creatures. Even the most introvert 
among us crave some sort of physical connection. We’re naturally sociable beings, and each interaction has 
the power to make a positive impact not only on the individual but society as a whole. It’s these experiences 
that make life worth living.

Our Response
Inspired by the origins of Londinium and optimism of a new city, Convivo takes its name from the Ancient Roman custom of coming together to feast, celebrate and socialise. The continual development 
of The City of London has unearthed many archeological artefacts from such gatherings, and it’s these everyday obejcts that provide the foundations of the concept. London has always been a melting 
pot of nationalities, cultures and identities - it just needs the vessel to facilitate the sharing.

Convivo is a social enterprise that reflects this by bringing people from all walks of life together, encouraging interactions across the spectrum. It’s a chance for a new beginning, giving those who 
were affected most by the pandemic the chance to move forward, in particular those working in the hospitality sector, gig economy and the arts. It also offers others to pass on their knowledge and 
experience. Convivo provides a space for the exchange of knowledge, compassion and company, creating a space where people truly ‘live together’.

Convivo consists of 4 Pateras (Latin: “ceramic bowl”) - Live, Grow, Nourish and Magna. Each patera is a vessel for visitors and residents to create an enriching experience for themselves and the community.

During lockdown, CO2 emissions plummeted and air pollution halved. Located in a densely populated residential area, our response must acknowledge and continue this trend for the health and 
wellbeing of future generations. Convivo supports the nearby Beech Street Zero Emissions Scheme by offering help and advice on how to live a greener, more sustainable life.

Base build elements will be retained wherever possible and integrated into the design, and all new elements are demountable so that they can be re-purposed once they have fulfilled their original 
intent. Local trades will be sourced to help with the construction and maintenance of the project. Solar power and collection of rainwater will help reduce the impact Convivo has on the grid.
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Magna Patera Latin: “Big Bowl” 
A vertical cut through every floor creates an open air flexible events space. A conceptual nod to the archeaology of London’s past, the void through the floors increases natural daylight in the 
deep floorplates and reveals the layers of activity happening on every level. This visual connection attracts residents and visitors of the Barbican and connects Convivo with its surroundings

Sustainability on a Human Level
The Convivo model is based on a 
human circular economy - housing 
and employment within the project 
helps people integrate into the 
community and then make room for 
the next person in need
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Grow Patera: germinates ideas through research and facilitates learning Nourish Patera: enriches the mind, body and soulLive Patera: encourages relaxation, trade and social interactions

The Living Space
Self contained modular sleeping 

pods for those that live and work at 
Convivo

The Social Space
A co-living area for those that live 

and work at Convivo 

The Shops
Self contained modular units offered 

to independent businesses at 
discount rates

The Classroom
Provides daycare for working parents 
and additional educational facilities 
for local schools, and young people

The Research Labs
Metamorphic mobile units that can 
adapt to support research into new 
ways of recycling, food production 

and developing greener urban living

The Roof Garden
Grows vegetables for the Community 

Cafe, and teaches visitors how to 
nurture their own produce on their 

own mini allotment. 

The Community Cafe
Provides employment to people in 
the hospitality industry, and offers 
meals for everyone by means of a 

‘pay what you can’ scheme

The Workshop
Offering artists and makers a space 

to create. Hosts masterclasses to 
learn new skills. Creations can be sold 

in The Shops and Exhibtion Space

The Bike Shop
Hosts classes on how to mend 
bicylces using pre-owned and 

salvaged parts to reduce waste and 
helps towards keeping pollution 

down to pandemic level
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