
Mini Amphitheatre
This open air theatre don’t need ventilation.

Gym Pod
Only one and two people per use. The 
Gym Pod is sufficient for daily workouts.

Concept
The emergent impacts of COVID-19 on urban living mechanism 
have been dramatic. The pandemic has affected our educational 
systems, workplaces, and entertainment venues worldwide, lead-
ing to subsequential changes in human behaviors. This global cat-
aclysmic event disrupts us from gathering and forces us to accept 
a reverse process of globalization. During the pandemic, increasing 
number of people are getting used to the mode of remote working 
from home or more isolated spaces; online classes have proven the 
conventional methods of teaching are not necessarily compulsory; 
and small group gathering could also meet people’s needs of en-
tertainment. We believe these transformations happen in the way 
we work, learn and play will have long-term impacts to the future 
development of our built environment. Places such as office tow-
ers, traditional schools, cinemas, and theatres are not going to be 
viable in the future world. These allow us to explore opportunities 

to introduce architectural interventions at an urban scale to resolve 
the new models of work, learn and entertain.

Design Strategies
Our project aims to introduce biophilic design strategies into the 
area as the impacts of COVID-19 decreases the density of active 
population. Meanwhile, we want to address the issues including 
social distancing and repurpose vacant office/ educational/ enter-
tainment spaces. By combining technologies such as AR and in-
teractive applications on the phone, with the biophilic designs in 
the city, this project provides a visionary smart city model for the 
urban development of the City of London district and beyond. As 
one of the major international cities in the world, we expect this 
prototypical urban design model can be a pioneer for other cities in 
the world. 

Paths and Nodes
We started with examining the key 
urban paths and nodes within the 
area. As a key strategy carried out by 
the authorities, we focus on the Cul-
ture Mile as the starting point, link it 
to one of the most important paths 
in the city: St. Paul’ - Museum of Lon-
don- Barbican centre. Using Museum 
of London’s roundabout as a junc-
tion, we discovered another key path 
to Liverpool St. Station.

Biophilic Urban Design
It can be predicted that more people 
will choose to work from home after 
the COVID pandemic. As a result, less 
traffic on the street. This provides us 
with opportunities to bring nature 
back to the built environment and 
create nature-city symbiosis in an 
urban context. Meanwhile, stronger 
wayfinding strategies will be applied 
to strengthen cultural characters of 
the area.

Flexible Intervention
In the post-COVID world, people 
will need more private and flexible 
spaces to meet the needs of work-
ing, studying and entertaining. They 
need to be convenient, accessible 
and adaptable. Therefore, we come 
up with the idea of inserting street 
pods into existing urban void and 
open spaces. People can book on 
the phone and pop in anytime for on-
line meeting, classes and movies.

Repurpose Empty Spaces
The number of people who stay in 
offices, schools and cinemas will be 
significantly less. This causes lots of 
no-use spaces in the buildings. We 
think this is a chance to create more 
collaborative and social spaces, and 
more spacious working, studying, 
and entertainment spaces in the 
buildings. This map highlights the 
building with potential to be repur-
posed.

AR Interactive Map
The app also provides 
users with an aug-
mented reality inter-
active map to locate 
and check information 
about nearest facilities. 
It is not only for this 
particular project, but 
also demostrates infor-
mation about other city 
services such as public 
transport, infrastruc-
tures, public buildings, 
and tourists attractions. 

Booking App
The Instant Street 
Pods can be booked 
through an app on 
the phone. It also 
tells users the loca-
tion of the nearest 
bookable pods and 
their availabilities

Webinars, online classes, small group screen-
ing, and open air entertainment will replace 
the conventional ways of working, studying 
and entertaining in the post-vaccine world. 
Instant architectural interventions that can 
be prefabricated and movable is the solution 
to these shifts of living habits. 

We create four types of Instant Street Pods 
for users to use their phone to book time 
slots. As they are simply inserted into exist-
ing urban spaces, they can be accessed by 
anyone as long as it is available. Integrated 
greenary is part of our overall biophilic urban 
design strategy.

Biophilic Urban Infrustructure System Instant Street Pods Repurpose Vacant Spaces Digital Smart City

Pre-COVID: empty area out of working hours

  Mapping illustrates edges, paths and nodes for post COVID smart city infrastructure.
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COVID Pandemic: an empty area Post-COVID:divers events and activities Symbiosis between nature and city Repurpose empty spaces 

Cinema Pod
This screening pod contains up to 4 peo-
ple at a time to enjoy a private movie 

screening.

Office/ Study Pod
The office/ study pod is used for quick in-

stant online meetings and classes. 

8-16 People
This is the largest 
type of worksta-
tionkit. Two rows 
of seats facing out-
wards guarantees a 
safer and more pri-
vate working envi-
ronment. 

2-5 People
Similar to 1-2 people workstation kit, this 
2-5 people workstation exercises the 
principle of social distancing.

1-2 People
This indoor workstation kit can contain 
1-2 people at a time. Designed with the 
method of digital fabrication, the kit can 
be assembled and dismantled within 
one hour. The workstation uses wood as 
main material and integrates planters to  
have indor greenary.

5-8 People
Rounded plan prevents users from 
facing to each other, and plants can 
provide more privacy.
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THE B.I.R.D. PROJECT

Perdestrianization
Replace traffic with public transport.

Wayfinding System
More efficient moving around the area.

More Social Space
As a result of less people in the office, 
there are more spaces for each other. 

More collaborative and social area.

Social Distancing
Reinventing the office furniture to exer-
cise the new habits of social distancing, 

and more space for each person


